Stoneraise School

Class Elm Newsletter
Spring 2nd Half Term

Dear Parents,
I hope you’ve all had a lovely half term break
and enjoyed some quality family time.
We’ve another exciting half term ahead with lots
to pack into just five weeks.
This half term our topic will be ‘Early Britain’
and our question will be:

We will be looking at the different sources of
evidence that we have to tell us about this timeperiod and creating timelines to help us
understand when it all happened. We will look
in depth at where these people lived, what they
ate and how they travelled, comparing their
lives to that of our own. We will also discover
what we can learn from their settlements,
including Skara Brae in Orkney, Scotland, and
find out why they built stone circles e.g.
Stonehenge.

English
Our text this half term is called ‘The Pebble in
my Pocket’ by Meredith Hooper. The author a
distinguished science writer tells the story of a
pebble, from its origins in a fiery volcano 480
million years ago, to its place in a busy, modern
landscape. It brings together both our English
and Science curriculums and whilst
encouraging a thoughtful contemplation of the
mysteries of the universe, it should inspire
some fantastic poetry and descriptive writing.

Maths
We’ll begin the term by continuing to look at
division and fractions. Following on from this

we’ll be focusing on rounding including
decimals and converting between units of
measure.
In year 3 and 4 we have an increased focus
on learning our times tables and we will
continue to have a weekly times table test to
aid and check on progression. Most children
are doing brilliantly- well done!
Science
This half term our super science topic is called,
‘Earth Rocks’. The children will work
scientifically on a variety of quick challenges
and longer tasks to learn about rocks. We will
cover the properties and uses of rocks, the rock
family, soil and finally fossils.
Homework
Each week the children will be set challenges on
Mathletics to consolidate learning in class, this
should rarely take the children more than 20
minutes to complete. They will occasionally
receive a spelling homework sheet to
consolidate learning in class.
In lower KS2 children are expected to read at
least three times a week with an adult at
home. Please comment in their reading
records when you share a book with your
child. The ‘Accelerated Reading quizzes can
be completed at home or in school enabling
them to accumulate points and win prizes!
In year 3/4, children have the option of
completing a homework project which is linked
to our topic each half term. Projects are a great
way in which to encourage independent learning
and research skills. Children who participate
have the choice of how to present their learning
it could be a Power-point, information leaflet,
artwork etc..
PE
Our PE sessions this term will be on Monday
(led by CUFC) and Friday afternoons. Please
could you ensure that your child is ready and
equipped with shorts, T-shirt and plimsolls for
indoor sessions and trainers for outside.
Finally, if you have any concerns or questions,
please don’t hesitate to come and see one of
us.
Wendy Pratt and Linzi Jones

