Class Oak Newsletter
Autumn 1st Half Term
Dear Parents,
Welcome back after the long summer break! I hope that
you had a fantastic holiday and enjoyed some good family
time. I’m really excited about the year ahead; it’s going to
be action-packed, fun-filled and super-duper busy.
Our first topic of the year is about the Battle of Britain.
We are going to try and answer the question:

We will be exploring the context of the Battle of Britain by
finding out about World War Two. We will find out about
the different countries that were involved in the war and
then what unfolded as a result of Nazi Germany’s agenda
across Europe. Our first trip will be to the Life Museum in
Newcastle where we will take part in a Code Breaking
Workshop – this will take place on 19/9/18 (a letter will
follow).
English
Our main text will be the harrowing tale of
The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas by John
Boyne. This text will give the children an
idea what life might have been like for
children during World War II. I would
also like to use the film to illustrate further
some of the events that took place during the war. The film
is rated 12A – If you would rather your child didn’t watch
the film, please let me know and I can remove them from
the classroom whenever I use snippets from the movie.
Mathematics
During Maths, we will mainly focus our attention on place
value and work on calculation methods to add, subtract,
multiply and divide. Our calculation policy is available on the
Curriculum section of our school website. We would like all
children to be fluent in their use of the different formal
methods.
Science
Our science topic will also link well to our WWII theme. We
will be exploring light. We will look into the fact that light
travels in straight lines, linked to searchlights that were
used during the Battle of Britain. We will at beams of light
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and how light travels to enable children to
understand how we see things. We will then
apply this knowledge to the production of
shadows and start to look at how light is
reflected. The topic then takes the learning
into the realm of coloured light and rainbows, using scientific
skills to raise and answer questions.
Homework/Reading
This year we are continuing with our
whole-school reading programme
called, ‘Accelerated Reader’. The
children will be able to choose texts
which have been banded according
to their reading ability. Once they have
read a text they can then complete an online
quiz which will enable them to accumulate points and win
prizes!

I will set tasks for your
child to complete during
the week on Mathletics.
We will award our Mathlete of the Week
with a trophy and signatures in their Reward Passport – 18
signatures will be required for our children to take part in
our end of year summer trip. No Spellodrome this year but
we will be implementing a new spelling system this half
term.
Finally, each child will be required to complete a project
based on whatever topic we are working on. This will last
for the full half term. They could create an information
book, pamphlet, video, PowerPoint/Keynote presentation, art
masterpiece, talk or anything you can think of to help them
get into the topic and continue their learning at home. I am
happy to put aside some time to work with children during
break times if they are struggling for ideas. The homework
project will be due on the final Monday of each half term.
This term we will also be voting for our new House Captains,
Class, School Councillors and Eco Champions. Watch this
space for further information! It is going to be an actionpacked half term and I am really looking forward to it!
Our PE sessions will be on a Tuesday and Thursday
afternoon.
Please contact me if you have any questions. You can either
contact me via the school office or my email address is
jwebb@stoneraise.cumbria.sch.uk
James Webb
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