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Overarching Curriculum Statement 
 
At Stoneraise School, our vision statement is, ‘Living and learning together to care for each other and our world.’ Our curriculum has 
been designed to focus the children’s learning on this statement. We are based on the rural outskirts of the historic city of Carlisle 
and the majority of our pupils travel from local housing estates within the city. We try to make the very most of our beautiful 
surroundings at every opportunity. From Hadrian’s Wall to the mountains of the Lake District, we ensure that our children gain an awe 
of the majestic landscape on our doorstep. Developing friendships, keeping ourselves safe and preparing our children to be the 
‘citizens of tomorrow’ are all key parts of our curriculum as we follow the journey on our 'Pathway to Success'. 
  
Our curriculum ensures excellent coverage of the National Curriculum (Years 1-6) and Foundation Stage Early Years Curriculum 
(Reception children).  We have fully embraced the higher expectations set out in both curriculums and have devised our own units 
of work for each subject area so that we can ensure a sound progression of learning. We also have a core team of specialist 
teachers who are passionate about their curriculum area; these teachers work with different groups of children each year. Our team 
includes PE, music, art and computing specialists. 
   
Our ‘Sticky Knowledge’ approach is used to help children to be aware of what they will learn through each unit or topic and help 
staff and pupils to make an assessment of what has been learned. We share key knowledge that we would like to ‘stick’ in the 
children’s long term memory, present vital vocabulary they will come across to encourage the children to expand and develop their 
use of a wide range of words. Sticky notes (which include word banks, diagrams and other important information) are often used to 
support the children in the short term in their learning. 
 
Subject Curriculum Statement 
 
Books are always at the heart of all our teaching of English at Stonerasie school. In the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) and Key 
Stage 1, children learn to read and write using synthetic phonics and decodable stories which inspire children to be excited about 
reading them independently. Our whole-school approach creates fluent readers, confident speakers and willing writers, which 
integrates phonics with comprehension, writing, grammar, spelling and handwriting using engaging partner work and drama. 
 
As the children move towards the end of Year 1 and into Year 2, they move onto learning spelling rules that are appropriate for their 
year group. All children from Year 2 to Year 6 learn new spellings with fun alien characters, whilst playing a range of spelling games. 



From Early Years to Year 6, children use stories to systematically develop their reading and writing skills through quality texts. These 
books seek to engage all children to be critical readers whilst becoming confident and informed writers. All books cover the 
National Curriculum topics whilst also making the grammar purposeful and there is always a mixture of shorter, longer and extended 
writing outcomes where the audience and purpose is clear and exciting for children!  

Intent 
 
At Stoneraise, we aim to embed the curriculum coverage and engage children to write with audience and purpose. We want 
children to learn how to read and write in an interesting way, which is applicable to everyday life.  
 
The National Curriculum for English states that: 
 
‘The overarching aim for English in the national curriculum is to promote high standards of language and literacy by equipping 
pupils with a strong command of the spoken and written language, and to develop their love of literature through widespread 
reading for enjoyment.’ 

We aim to create a love of reading and writing by using engaging texts that inspire children to use all the skills they see their 
favourite authors using in their books. We believe the exposure of children’s literature within our school is vital as a rich context for 
learning; not only within English as a subject but to support building a reading culture throughout the school. By using texts at the 
core of our English teaching we hope to create writing opportunities for the children that are meaningful and feel authentic and 
that the audience is clear. Books offer this opportunity: our aim would be that that children have real reasons to write, whether to 
explain, persuade, inform or instruct and that where possible, this can be embedded within text or linked to a curriculum area. 
Writing in role using a range of genres is key to our approach and we would always model the tone and level of formality. This sits 
comfortably alongside the following statement from the English national curriculum: 

‘The national curriculum for English aims to ensure that all pupils write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their 
language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences.’ 
 



 
Scheme of Work Selection 
 
We follow the Read Write Inc. Phonics throughout Early years and KS1. In Year 2 to Year 6, teachers use the RWI Spelling scheme to 
further the children’s phonics knowledge and learn curriculum spellings for their year group. In English, teachers follow The Literary 
Curriculum as the basis of their English teaching, adapting lessons if needed to cater for the needs of their class. 
 

Implementation 
 
Our approach to English uses engaging texts which aims to make English both fun and purposeful for the children, whilst they 
also learn everything that they need to become competent writers and readers.  

Throughout Early Years and KS1, children learn to read using systematic phonics. Our whole school follows the Read Write Inc. 
(RWI) scheme which is a whole-school approach to teaching literacy for 4- to 9-year-olds that creates fluent readers, confident 
speakers and willing writers. It integrates phonics with comprehension, writing, grammar, spelling and handwriting using 
engaging partner work and drama. By following RWI we ensure that: we are putting the teaching of reading at the heart of 
Stoneraise regardless of age, background or need and that we are choosing books to read aloud so children are excited about 
reading the books for themselves. 

As the children move towards the end of Year 1 and into Year 2, they move onto learning spelling rules through the RWI Spelling 
scheme which follows on from the Phonics scheme. This ensures that the children learn spellings rules using similar activities that 
they will have used during their phonics learning, whilst also expanding their phonics knowledge.  
 
Alongside our phonics and spelling teaching, we use curriculum maps outlines by The Literary Curriculum. The Literary Curriculum 
maps out the coverage of the entire English Programme of Study for KS1 and KS2 for Writing and Reading Comprehension, as 
well as meeting the needs of the statutory 2021 Early Years Framework, to ensure all areas outlined in the National Curriculum are 
covered throughout the year. As the children read through a class text with their teacher, they use small steps (similar to our 
mathematics curriculum approach) to unpick the author's choices about structure, layout, grammar, punctuation and spelling. 
They then begin to use these key learning points in their own work, culminating at the end of each unit with a longer extended 
writing piece which embeds all of the learning from the text. 
 
To ensure objectives are kept ‘on the boil’, many are covered more than once and children have opportunities to apply these 
several times over the course of a year, as well as to consolidate prior knowledge from previous years. This approach supports 
children to think deeply and develop skills with depth. 
 



CPD and Training 
 

• Read Write Inc. Phonics and Spelling training provided for relevant staff and streamlined across the whole school in CPD staff 
meetings. 

• Regular Phonics staff meetings ensure all staff are up to date with new teachings and progress of all children. 
• Training is provided during whole school staff meetings by the English subject leader. 
• Teachers are encouraged to see good practice in other local schools and regularly visit other practitioners 
• EEF research is used to ensure high quality teaching and learning in English. 
• The English Subject leader often attends online meetings with The Literary Curriculum and passes on relevant information 

during staff meetings. 
 
Assessment Strategy 
 

• Two summative assessment points (July and September) using GL Assessments. These are externally set and marked and 
provide a standardised score which is used to measure pupil progress and compare to peers in school and nationally. 

• Phonics assessments are carried out every half term. 
• Phonics assessments are inputted into a progression document which is regularly monitored by the English Subject Leader and 

other staff members during phonics meeting. 
• Teachers input teacher assessments onto our tracking system (Insight Tracking) where school leaders are able to analyse the 

data. 
• Other formative assessment strategies include: 

o Observation of teachers and Teaching Assistants 
o Exercise books – daily work 
o Questioning within class 

  



Inclusive Curriculum 

At Stoneraise School, we believe that every child can make progress and achieve. We ensure that our curriculum and the teaching 
and learning opportunities provided meet the needs of all of our pupils. We respond to pupils’ diverse learning needs, and seek to 
identify potential barriers to learning quickly. We support parents through EHCP needs assessments and work closely with specialist 
teachers to ensure our curriculum is accessible. Targeted support through our Assess Plan Do Review cycle and resources are then 
used to ensure all pupils are engaged and confident learners. Pupils with SEND are monitored regularly and communication 
between pupils, parents, staff and external specialists underpins their success. 
 
The role of governors 

Our governors determine, support, monitor and review the school's approach to teaching and learning. In particular they:  

• support the use of appropriate teaching strategies by allocating resources effectively;  
• ensure that the school buildings and premises are used optimally to support teaching and learning;  
• check teaching methods in the light of health and safety regulations;  
• seek to ensure that our staff development and our performance management  

o both promote good-quality teaching;  
• monitor the effectiveness of the school's teaching and learning approaches  

o through the school's self-review processes, which include reports from the headteacher, senior leaders and subject 
leaders, and a review of the continuing professional development of staff.  

Monitoring and review of this curriculum document 

Senior leaders monitor the school's curriculum planning and implementation so that we can take account of new initiatives, 
research or any changes in the curriculum. We will therefore review this policy every three years or sooner if required.  

Long Term Plan 

Below are the long-term plans set out by The Literary Curriculum. Teachers may not choose their books in the order set out here. For 
more detailed and specific long terms plans, please see teachers own plans. 
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Curriculum Progression Map 

The curriculum progression map is a very detailed document. Below is a snapshot of this document. For a more detailed outlook, 
please see the English Subject Leader. 
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